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    RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat!

By Rabbi Schindler, Rabbi Streiffer and Cantor 
Bernard

Just days from when you receive this bulletin, the 
High Holy Days will be here. We pray that this New 
Year of 5771 will be sweet and fill your life with 
blessings. The High Holy Days are filled with awe; 
thousands come to participate. Just beyond these 
days will be our fall festivals, Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah, and then on October 1st, we will resume our 
schedule of two services each Friday night. When 
the Torah speaks of our calendar of holidays, Shab-
bat — created and called holy by God — is listed 
first. It is the most important as it comes each and 
every week. Without a consistent time for rest and 
renewal, our bodies, minds and souls would be 
diminished in strength.

On Friday late afternoon, as many of us make our 
way home from work, school or the endless carpools 
for our kids, we may find ourselves saying, “TGIS 
— Thank God It’s Shabbat!” In rejoicing over this 
island of time with which we are blessed, hundreds 
of congregants celebrate the week’s end by heading 
to Beth El for good food, good company, to reflect 
on the week gone by and to turn off the busy-ness of 
our week, letting our hearts, minds and souls experi-
ence the peace that is Shabbat. 
 
While all of our 6:00 pm services reflect our commu-
nity gathered in fellowship and prayer, each has a 
slightly different flavor; so, we’ve renamed them to 
capture their unique essence:

Thank God It’s Shabbat: Rock the House - On the 
first Friday of each month, we will celebrate with 
our new Shabbat band, filling our service and our 
Sabbath with music to lift our hearts and our souls.

Thank God It’s Shabbat: Take a Breath – On the 
second, fourth and fifth Friday of each month, a 
transformational service of music and prayer will 
enable us to make the transition from the hectic and 
mundane of our week to the peace and holiness of 
Shabbat (formerly Kabbalat Shabbat).

Thank God It’s Shabbat: Letting Go of the Week 
– On the third Friday of each month and modeled 
after our ever-popular Summer Shabbat service, we

      (continued on p.3)
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        High Holy Days at Temple Beth El

•  S’lichot -   Sat. Sept. 4th,  8:30 pm Program, 9:30 Dessert 
    and S’lichot Service, at Temple Israel with Combined 
    Clergy & Choirs	

All Services for Erev Rosh Hashanah and Rosh Hashanah morning will be 
held at Forest Hill Church

•  Erev Rosh Hashanah -  Wed., Sept. 8, 2010, 7:30 pm	
•  Rosh Hashanah - Thurs., Sept. 9, 2010, 8:30 am & 11:00 am
•  Tot Service - in Sam Lerner Center, Shalom Park, 3:00 pm

All Services for Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur morning will be held at 
Forest Hill Church

•  Kol Nidrei - Fri., Sept. 17, 2010, 7:30 pm	
•  Yom Kippur - Sat., Sept. 18, 2010, 8:30 am and 11:00 am
•  Tot Service - in Gorelick Hall at Shalom Park, 2:00 pm

Yom Kippur afternoon program and services will be held at Myers Park 
Baptist Church  

•  Study/Meditation - 2:00 pm
•  Yizkor, Healing, Concluding Service - 3:30 pm	
•  Light Break Fast - 6:30 pm	

Services for Erev Sukkot and Simchat Torah & Consecration will be held in 
the Sam Lerner Center for Cultural Arts at Shalom Park

	
•  Sukkot Family Dinner - Wed., Sept. 22, 2010, in Gorelick 
    Hall, 6:00 pm
• Sukkah Decorating - following dinner in the Courtyard off 
    Main Street
• Festival Evening Worship - in the Sam Lerner Center, 7:00 
    pm
• Sukkot Morning Worship - Thurs., Sept. 23, 2010, in Luski 
    Hall, 11:00 am
• Erev Simchat Torah and Consecration Festival Evening 
   Service - Wed., Sept. 29, 2010, in the Sam Lerner Center, 
   7:00 pm
• Simchat Torah/Sh’mini Atzeret Festival Morning Service 
   with Yizkor - Thurs., Sept. 30, 2010, in Luski Hall, 11:00 am

For more details, please see our High Holy Days webpage:
 http://www.beth-el.com/highholydays.html
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           Religious School Opening Day, 
         SunDAY, September 26, 2010

Opening day is always the beginning of 
something great at Temple Beth El Religious 
School. Our opening day events are creative 
and fun and set the tone for a school year filled 
with possibilities. Details will arrive with class 
assignment information the second week in 
September.  

If you have not registered your child(ren), 
please do so immediately. We have space for 
everyone but cannot guarantee your ses-
sion choice. You can find all the forms online 
at www.beth-el.com. School forms must be 
returned with the Temple Annual Renewal 
forms. This year we are experiencing unprec-
edented economic challenges. If you have not 
registered for school or rejoined the Temple 
because of financial concerns, please know that 
no family will be turned away. We want your 
children to be a part of our wonderful Reli-
gious School.  All financial matters are confi-
dential.  Please call Sara Schreibman to discuss 
financial assistance.  

It’s time to link your Harris Teeter VIC card to 
our school. We will be happy to do it for you. 
Email your VIC number to brappaport@beth-
el.com, and we will link you for the 2010-2011 
school year. The number is 3611, you must link 
every year and you may link to more than one 
school. Please don’t forget to link up. Anyone 
can link our number to their card. This dona-
tion from Harris Teeter is a great way to help 
our school financially.  

See you September 26th!!
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Contact Us: (704) 366-1948   
Professional Staff          Office Staff
Judith Schindler, Rabbi
rabbijudy@beth-el.com

Micah Streiffer, Rabbi
mstreiffer@beth-el.com

Andrew Bernard, Cantor
cantorb@carolina.rr.com

Sara Schreibman, Executive 
Director
sschreibman@beth-el.com

Susan Jacobs, Director of 
Education
sjacobs@beth-el.com

Shari Hackman, Membership & 
Outreach Director
shackman@beth-el.com

Andy Harkavy, Youth Director/
Asst. Director of Education
aharkavy@beth-el.com

Holly Gainsboro, B’nei Mitzvah 
Coordinator
hgainsboro@beth-el.com

Roz Cooper, Director, 
Consolidated High School
rcooper@shalomcharlotte.org

Elka Bernstein Director, 
Charlotte Jewish Preschool
elka.bernstein@charlottejcc.org

Debora Gluick, Assistant to 
Rabbi Schindler & Rabbi Streiffer
dgluick@beth-el.com

Jodi Greenwald, Whisper Editor 
& Website Coordinator
bulletin@beth-el.com 

Sue Hummel, Program Support
shummel@beth-el.com

Pam Linker, Administrative 
Secretary
plinker@beth-el.com

Bill Loya, Maintenance 
Supervisor
bloya@beth-el.com 

Peggy McManus, Assistant 
to the Cantor & the Executive 
Director
pmcmanus@beth-el.com

Lori Pearson, Food and Beverage 
Director
lpearson@beth-el.com

Bettina Rappaport, Assistant to 
the Director of Education
brappaport@beth-el.com

Steve Rosenauer, Bookkeeper
srosenauer@beth-el.com

Denise Troutman, Facility & 
Events Coordinator
dtroutman@beth-el.com

Temple Office Hours
Monday through Thursday 	     	          9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Friday				             9:00 am to 4:00 pm
The office is closed on Saturday and Sunday.

Temple Officers
Moira Quinn Klein	
Rick Glaser
Mike Yaffe
Peter Katz
Susan Bogarad
Steve Lepow
Marshall Lindner
Jack Levinson
Adam Bernstein
Norm Levin
Gene Meyers
Renee Schreibman
Ginny Rosenberg

President
First Vice President

Vice President - Administration
Vice President - Education
Vice President - Planning

Vice President - Finance
Treasurer

Recording Secretary
Immediate Past President

Honorary Life President
Presidential Appointee
Presidential Appointee

URJ South District, Executive Board
Vice -chair
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will gather for food, fellowship and prayer, take in a mean-
ingful teaching of Torah, and together let go of the week 
gone by.

Our 8:00 pm worship will be our Beth El Classic Service 
filled with elevating music, organ (when we return to our 
building), Torah readings and a sermon which speaks to the 
moment.

May our High Holy Days be meaningful, may our fall 
Festivals lift our souls, and may the diversity of our Shabbat 
services carry us each and every week to a better place.

 
    SOCIAL JUSTICE & ACTION

Sterling Elementary Weekend or After-School Tutors

With the new school year now in full swing, Temple Beth El is 
exploring the possibility of offering a weekly tutoring session 
for students at Sterling Elementary, our public school partner.  
If you would be interested in joining other Temple members to 
tutor students for an hour or two on a weekend or after school, 
please contact Lisa Garfinkle at slgarfinkle@windstream.net.

We are also looking for volunteers to help out in Sterling class-
rooms, assist in the media center and help assemble teacher 
materials at home. Please contact Lisa if you can help.

Family Promise Meals 

Park Road Baptist Church is sheltering several homeless fami-
lies for the  Family Promise program, and Temple Beth El is 
helping with meals. For more information, check out 
familypromiseofcharlotte.org. If you are willing to prepare 
dinner items or bag lunches between Sept 5-12 and October 
17-24, please contact Cissy Gottleib at gottliebsl@aol.com.
 
Provide Social Support

Join our third HOPE Team to provide social support for a fam-
ily transitioning out of homelessness with the WISH Founda-
tion.  For more information, check out wishprogram.org or 
contact Judy Seldin-Cohen at judyseldin@yahoo.com.

JFS Food Pantry

School is approaching quickly and there are needy families 
who cannot purchase all the items their children need. Please 
think of the JFS food pantry when you are in the supermarket 
and also when you are shopping for school supplies. Specific 
needs include: school supplies, cereal, peanut butter, regular 
coffee, ketchup and cookies.

          KESHET

Inclusion Shabbat 2010: Jewish and Gay
October 1, 2010 at the 8:00 pm service
       
Temple Beth El is a welcoming environment for all, regardless 
of sexual orientation. But the world has not always been so 
friendly for members of the GLBTQ community. This year, 
Inclusion Shabbat returns to its roots to explore the inclusion 
of gays and lesbians in the Jewish community. Please join us 
for a very special, home-grown Inclusion Shabbat, as members 
of our congregation share their stories, their pain and their 
freedom. Please join us for a celebration of identity and of 
living life to its fullest. (This will be the first 8:00 pm service of 
the year. )

Temple Beth El is a sponsor of Charlotte Pride, October 2nd. 

Although the festival begins at 11:00 am, we will be arriving 
to staff our table at 1:00 pm, after Shabbat services. Volunteers 
are needed to staff the table. Shifts will be as short as one hour, 
so you will have an opportunity to see the other exhibits and 
entertainment. Information about the festival can be found 
at www.pridecharlotte.com. If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact us at Keshet@beth-el.com.

       
 

          
        Fourth Annual Senior Sage Class to 
         Focus on Advocating for Israel

SPICE is pleased to present this year’s Senior Sage Class en-
titled, “Israel: The Enigma.” The class will meet on the fourth 
Monday of each month, from 12:00 to 1:30 pm in the Blumen-
thal Education Building. Presenters will include our clergy 
and community experts. The eight-class series will feature 
lectures and facilitated discussions as well as organized study 
groups between formal sessions.

This class will provide you with the knowledge you need for 
advocating in support of our homeland. The topics will range 
from exploring Israel’s historic claim to the land, to early 
Zionism, to the wars and conflicts that transformed Israel’s 
landscape. We will explore the Israeli/Palestinian conflict 
from early Zionism to today. During the course of the class 
we will celebrate Israel’s 63rd birthday and include predic-
tions for her future.

The class will run from October 25th through May 23rd, and 
the cost is $36/person. To register, call the RSVP line at 704-
749-3070 or go to http://www.beth-el.com/rsvp.html.
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          SISTERHOOD

WRJ Chapters Book Club - Tues., Sept. 21st, 7:30 pm

Tatiana De Rosnay’s powerful book Sarah’s Key is based 
on a little known event that occurred in Occupied 
France on July 16, 1942 - the Paris roundups and de-
portations in which thousands of Jewish families were 
arrested, held at the Velodrome d’Hiver outside the city, 
then transported to Auschwitz.

Temple Israel Book Club and Temple Beth El’s WRJ 
Chapters Book Club present a cosponsored discussion 
on Tuesday, September 21st at 7:30 pm in the Shalom 
Park Board Room across from the LJCC customer ser-
vice desk. For details and to RSVP, please contact Ama-
lia Warshenbrot at 704-365-3313 or AmaliaIma@ATT.net.  

           HIGH HOLY DAY TOT SERVICES

Temple Beth El is the place for Tots this High Holy Day 
season. Children ages newborn through 6 are invited 
to bring their families along (older siblings welcome, of 
course) and come join us for our exciting, high-energy 
High Holy Day experience. Past creative skits have 
included “Winnie the Jew” and “Clifford the Big, Jewish 
Dog.” You never know what will happen next.

• Rosh Hashanah children’s services: 
September 9th at 3:00 pm in the Sam Lerner Center for 
the Cultural Arts at Shalom Park.
• Yom Kippur children’s services: 
September 18th at 2:00 pm in Gorelick Hall.

Our children’s services are a wonderful way to intro-
duce young children to High Holy Day prayer, to meet 
other families and to get involved in Temple Tots pro-
gramming. Non-member families are more than wel-
come. For more information, click on www.beth-el.com/
tots_youngfamilies or email Rabbi Streiffer at 
mstreiffer@beth-el.com. 

           Lulav and Etrog Sale 

Temple Beth El is ordering lulav and etrog sets for $40, 
which will be delivered to the Temple office. If you would 
like a set for your home, you may order it in two ways: 1) 
online at http://www.beth-el.com/eshop.html 2) by mak-
ing your check payable to Temple Beth El and mailing it 
to 5101 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28226, by no later 
than Fri., Sept. 10th. Please include your phone number 
and/or email address.We will notify you once the sets 
have been delivered so you can arrange to pick them up. 
Questions? Please call Sue Hummel at 704-749-3054.

           This Year, Build Your Own SukkaH - 
           the Easy Way!

Not handy with tools? No problem! Temple Beth El has 
teamed up with The Sukkah Project to provide inexpen-
sive, easy-to-use sukkah kits for this year’s holiday. 
Just log on to sukkot.com and place your order. (Rabbi 
Micah recommends the “tubular” sukkah for those who 
are truly inept at building things.) 

Make sure to use the discount code “bethelcharlotte” to 
receive a 5% discount off of your order. This year Suk-
kot begins the evening of Wednesday, September 22nd. 
Order your Sukkah now so you can receive it in time for 
the holiday!

               
  

sisterhood/tots/lulav & etrog/Sukkahs/IOOB

          IN OUR OWN BACKYARD

Once again this year, Temple Beth El was proud to 
participate in the In Our Own Backyard teen interfaith 
experience, sponsored by Mecklenburg Ministries. 
The program brought together young people from all 
backgrounds to explore social issues and one an-
other’s religious traditions. The group visited Temple 
Beth El for Friday night services. 

We are proud of Ben Davis, a member of LIBERTY, 
who was this year’s Beth El delegate to the program.
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    BAR MitzvAH
                                                    
                                            Jonathan Lev Gale
                                            Parashat Nitzavim
                                            September 4, 2010			 
			                 

Jonathan is the son of Charles and Caren Gale. His 
grandparents are Mark Gale and the late Maxine Gale of 
St. Louis, MO, and Gerald and Barbara Leve of Raleigh, 
NC. Jonathan is the brother of Rebecca.

                                               

    YOUTH   (See www.beth-el.com/youth for details.)

It’s not too late to join youth group! Register online at 
www.beth-el.com/youthgroupregistration.html. For more 
information, contact Andy Harkavy at aharkavy@beth-el.
com or call 704-749-3049.

LIBERTY (8th-12th grade)
Sunday, September 12th, 12-2:00pm @ TBE
Cast Away Your Sins –LIBERTY’s 2nd annual youth-led 
Tashlich Service. RSVP to LIBERTYCVP@gmail.com. Cost: 
$4.00 for brunch.

LIBERTY 67 (6th-7th grade)
Saturday, September 25th, 7-9:00pm @ TBE
Kickoff Surprise - Hang out with old friends and make 
new ones. Questions? Contact hgainsboro@beth-el.com. 
Cost: $5.00.

KATANTY 45 (4th-5th grade)
Saturday, September 25th, 4-6:00pm @ TBE
The Amazing Race - Race around the world (or Temple 
Beth El) in an exciting scavenger hunt. Questions? Contact 
Holly Gainsboro at hgainsboro@beth-el.com. Cost: $5.00.

KATANTY 23 (2nd-3rd grade)
Saturday, September 25th, 3-4:30pm @ TBE
Pizza in the Hut – Come have fun outside and enjoy Pizza 
in the Sukkah! Contact Advisor Dawn Sakai at sakai@caro-
lina.rr.com. Cost: $5

All events require RSVP. Go to www.beth-el.com/rsvp.  

Mazon Bags
Mazon bags passed out on Erev Rosh Hashanah may be 
returned to the Second Harvest Truck at Forest Hills 
Church on Kol Nidre or Yom Kippur Morning Services.

           SHARING OUR LIVES

The Board of Directors of Temple Beth El and the entire 
congregation extend deepest sympathies to the families of

… Marsha Gottlieb, mother of Dana Ditesheim.

Mazel Tov to...

Weddings
…Beth Daniel and Phil Warshauer on August 1, 2010.
…Liliana Patricia Angel and Andrew Coen on August 21, 
2010. Andrew is the son of Susan and Stephen Coen.
…Nora Chandler and Avi Ganon on August 22, 2010.

Births
…Judy and Richard Coates on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Olivia Eve Traynor, on July 14, 2010. Proud parents are Karen 
Coates and Michael Traynor.
…Angela and Bill Zimmern on the birth of their son, Huntley 
Samuel Zimmern, on July 23, 2010. Proud grandparents are 
Emily and Samuel Zimmern.

           Milestone Birthdays & Anniversaries

September milestone Birthdays
 
1 - Boris Zelmanovich     23 - June Greene
2 - Matthew Goldstein           Linda Sherman  
3 - Adam Brooks                     Jonathan Vogel
5 - Lonie Kahn                  24 - Rhoda Manton
      John David Kling              Linda Spil
7 - Debra Ferry                 26 - Beverly Darienzo
     Suz-Anne Kinney       27 - Honey Kridel
     Howard Weisblat               Marilyn Norwood
12 - Frances Liss                      Natalie Tunney
17 - Austin Rodgers         28 - Clive Berman
18 - Stacy Marshall                  Louise Rickles          
                                            29 - Jason Siesel  
       

September milestone Anniversaries                                               

30TH - Stanley and Judy August

25TH - Richard and Beverly Eisenoff
             Glenn and Roni Fishkin

20TH - Theodore and Amy Claypoole
             Alan Kronovet and Cary Bernstein 

10TH - Scott Reider and Matti Ordan-Reider 
             Marc and Nancy Zolotorofe
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Worship Services – SEPTember 2010
		

Friday, September 3
Summer Service	   6:00 pm
	
Saturday, September 4
Adult Tanach (Bible) Study	   9:30 am
Bar Mitzvah:  Jonathan Gale	 11:00 am
           Son of Charles and Caren Gale
S’lichot Evening Program and Worship	   8:30 pm

Wednesday, September 8
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service	   7:30 pm

Thursday, September 9
Early Rosh Hashanah Morning Service	   8:30 am
Late Rosh Hashanah Morning Service	 11:00 am 

Friday, September 10
Shabbat Shuva Service of Reflection 	  6:00 pm

Saturday, September 11
Adult Tanach (Bible) Study	   9:30 am
Learner’s Minyan	 11:00 am
	
Friday, September 17
Kol Nidre Service  	  7:30 pm

Saturday, September 18
Early Yom Kippur Morning Service	   8:30 am
Late Yom Kippur Morning Service	 11:00 am
Yom Kippur Afternoon Service 	   3:30 pm

Wednesday, September 22
Sukkot Service		  7:00 pm

Thursday, September 23
Sukkot Morning Service	 11:00 am

Friday, September 24
Shabbat Sukkot Service	  6:00 pm
	
Saturday, September 25
Adult Tanach (Bible) Study	   9:30 am
Learner’s Minyan	 11:00 am

Wednesday, September 29
Simchat Torah/Consecration Service	   7:00 pm

Thursday, September 30
Simchat Torah/Sh’mini Atzeret Service 
with Yizkor	  11:00 am

Friday, October 1
TGIS: Rock the House Service	   6:00 pm
Beth El Classic Service	   8:00 pm
                         

DATED MATERIAL 
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return Service 


