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  RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Moving Forward by Looking Outward in Gratitude

By Rabbi Judy Schindler

I love waking up on the morning after Yom Kippur. 
It is a new beginning. After several months of being 
consumed with High Holy Day preparations, I can 
finally look outside the walls of our congregation. 
With a clear mind, I can relax and watch my kids 
play soccer or go with them for bike rides. I can more 
actively engage, once again, with the Charlotte com-
munity beyond Beth El.
    Our Jewish holiday cycle calls us to move our 
focus outward. We move forward from the profound 
self-reckoning of ourselves and our relationships 
during the Tens Days of Awe to celebrating the 
bounty of the world on Sukkot. We head outdoors to 
our booths and invite guests to enter. 
    As American Jews, we are blessed with two 
holidays of Thanksgiving: Sukkot and the American 
festival of Thanksgiving. Both require a great deal 
of preparation and food. Both require that we share 
our harvest with those around us. Both inspire us to 
open our homes with the warmest of hospitality to 
others. Both urge us to open eyes to the beauty that 
abounds. Both inspire us to show our gratitude by 
recalling our history and by sharing our abundance 
with those in need.  
    This year at Temple Beth El, we have even more 
reasons for gratitude. During the past two years we 
have been wandering, dependent on the kindness of 
churches to house us for our holy days. This Thanks-
giving, we are home, and we have the chance to 
show our gratitude by opening our sanctuary to the 
broader community as we host our citywide inter-
faith Thanksgiving service.
    Like the personal and Jewish journeys outward 
following the High Holy Days, we have a congre-
gational opportunity to reach outward inviting into 
our midst for a Thanksgiving service a 200-person-
strong Interfaith Adult and Children’s Choir and 
likely 1,500 Charlotteans who will be in attendance.  
Our close friend, Monsignor John McSweeney from 
St. Matthew Catholic Church, will move us with his 
sermon entitled, “The Gratitude Factor.” Though, I 
imagine, words will not even be needed to express 
our deep sense of thankfulness.
    On November 22 at 7:00 pm, we will host Char-
lotte’s 36th Annual Citywide Interfaith Thanksgiv-
ing Service sponsored by our congregation and by 
Mecklenburg Ministries. Join us as we look outward 
and invite our broader community into the amazing 
Beth El we have created.

 Whisper TEMPLE BETH EL
NOVEMBER 2011

      New clergy installation
         Friday, November 4, at the 8:00 pm Service

Join us as we formally welcome Rabbi Jonathan Freirich and 
Cantor Mary Thomas into our Temple family and into the 
Charlotte Jewish community as our newest leaders and teach-
ers. Like many significant ceremonies in Judaism, installation 
is an opportunity to acknowledge and formalize the unique 
covenantal relationship between a community and its lead-
ers. Just as we welcome bar and bat mitzvah students to our 
Temple family, or surround the wedding couple with our 
pledge of support during their lives together, this is a time 
to celebrate all we look forward to in the months and years 
ahead, and to commit ourselves to supporting and lifting up 
our newest clergy as they strive to guide and care for all of us.
     Special guests will join the board and staff of Temple Beth 
El for this service of installation. Rabbi Myra Soifer, Rabbi 
Emeritus of Temple Sinai in Reno, Nevada, will be the instal-
lation speaker. Rabbi Soifer, one of the first women to be 
ordained as a rabbi in the 1970s, has been a leader in the cru-
sade for human rights for the past 25 years. She will share her 
wisdom with us and lift our worship as we gather to embrace 
Rabbi Freirich and Cantor Thomas.

         Inclusion shabbat
Friday, November 18, 8:00 pm

Keshet, Beth El’s GLBTQ pro-
gramming and advocacy group, 
welcomes Reverend Robin 
Tanner as a guest at our 6:30 pm 
Shabbat dinner and to deliver the 
sermon at our 8:00 pm Shabbat 
service.
    Keshet invited Rev. Tanner —
an energetic young minister with 
a Harvard education, who also 
happens to be a lesbian and an advocate on LGBTQ issues 
—to share her personal journey as a woman, a minister and 
as an activist for equality in her new home city of Charlotte.    
    Please don’t miss this opportunity to learn about and discuss 
some of the most important issues facing our society today 
as we aim towards greater inclusion and equality for all. The 
service is free and open to the public. Dinner is $8/adults, $6/children 
12 and under. RSVP at www.beth-el.com/rsvp or 704-749-3070.

        beth el to host charlotte’s 36th 
       interfaith thanksgiving service

November 22, 7:00 pm at Temple Beth El
Sponsored by Beth El and Mecklenburg Ministries
See Rabbi Judy’s column for details.

Reverend Robin Tanner 
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Renee Schreibman
Adam Bernstein
Norm Levin
Jonathan Howard
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Ginny Rosenberg
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Recording Secretary
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Honorary Life President
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                             Presidential Appointee
URJ South District, Executive Council 

        Broaden your judaic experience: 
        Take part in Anshei Mitzvah 
   
Anshei Mitzvah is an opportunity for adults who 
have never had a bar or bat mitzvah to participate in 
group study culminating in being called to the Torah. 
Designed for Jewish members of Temple Beth El who 
want to broaden their Judaic knowledge and expe-
rience, the program is moving and emotional—an 
experience you will always cherish. Former par-
ticipants have said the Anshei Mitzvah experience 
strengthened their Jewish identity and enhanced 
their connections to our Jewish community. Classes 
will be taught by the clergy, Susan Jacobs and master 
teacher Barbara Feld.
    The new Anshei Mitzvah program will be divided 
into three sections allowing participants who read 
Hebrew to enter the program at various starting 
points. Participants with no Hebrew background 
should start with the beginning Hebrew class starting 
in November (see page 3 or www.beth-el.com/
adulteducation). Interested in beginning this mean-
ingful journey? Please contact Susan Jacobs, Director 
of Education, at sjacobs@beth-el.com.  

       November Congregational 
       Shabbat - Saturday, Nov. 19, 2011
Come to one component or stay for it all.
 
9:00 am - Shabbat morning experience choices:
    • Torah Workshop: “Who Wrote the Bible?”   
       with Rabbi Morton Kaplan
    • FIJI with Rabbi Judy Schindler
    • Sheva with Rabbi Jonathan Freirich
    • Teen Band and Teen Vocal Ensemble with
        Cantors Bernard and Thomas
    • The Farber Leadership Program will also   
       meet at this time.
10:15 am - Shabbat morning brunch 
11:00 am - Congregational service
This service is for and by you, the members 
of our Temple family. The D’var Torah will be 
presented by Carol Sandler. Torah will be read by 
Matthew Wicker, Andy Harkavy and Beverly Tir-
sun. The haftarah will be chanted by Lee Daniel. 
We will invite for separate aliyot the Ritual Com-
mittee, Keshet Committee and Joel Josephs on the 
occasion of his 60th birthday. If you would like an 
honor in the service, just let the clergy know.

       Shalom Park Leadership Initiative
        Sunday, November 13, 9:30 - 11:00 am
        Sam Lerner Center for Cultural Arts
 
During the decades since the inception of Shalom 
Park, community leadership has grown and 
evolved to reflect the ever-changing demographics 
of our community. Familiarity with the phenomenal 
history of Shalom Park will help ensure continuity 
and a successful leadership transition. Please join us 
for an interactive presentation that shares the story 
and vision of Shalom Park through the eyes of those 
who helped create it 20+ years ago. 
Eric Sklut, Todd Gorelick and Rich Osborne
Chairs, Shalom Park Leadership Initiative  
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• Monday, November 7, 11:00 am, Sandra and Leon 
Levine Social Hall. Program: Rabbi Schindler – “Truth Be 
Told: Interfaith Relations and Judaism.” Lunch: 12:00 pm, 
$7/person. Program, 12:45 pm: Maria Hanlin and Rabbi 
Schindler: “An Honest Accounting on Charlotte’s Interfaith 
Dialogue: Where are we? Are we preaching to the choir? 
What are our successes? Our failings?” RSVP required by 
Tues., Nov. 1.

• Friday, November 11, SPICE Shabbat Potluck Dinner, 
immediately following the 6:00 pm Shabbat Service, in the 
Sandra and Leon Levine Social Hall. SPICE will provide 
the Main Dish (chicken and challah). No cost, but RSVPs 
are required by Monday, November 7. Participants: Please 
provide a dish for 10-12 people. If your LAST name starts 
with A thru G - provide finger food dessert (brownies, 
cookies, bars, fruit, etc.). H thru O - provide salad (macaroni 
salad, cold slaw, garden salad, etc.). P  thru Z - provide side 
dish (pasta, vegetable, potato, rice, couscous, etc).
     Please consider bringing non-perishable food items for 
the Jewish Family Services Food Bank. A drop-off box will 
be available where you deliver your dish and obtain a ticket 
for dinner. Tickets will be given only to members who 
bring a dish and are on the RSVP list. Contact Frances Liss, 
reliss@comporium.net, or Sera Callif, srcallif@aol.com.  
                                                                                               
• Monday, November 21, SPICE-OUT - Discovery Place.
Join SPICE in Recognition Hall at TBE from 9:30 to 10:30
am for a brunch prior to visiting Discovery Place. 
  • Cost for the brunch and Discovery place: $25. 
  • No brunch: Plan to meet SPICE at Discovery Place no   
     later than 11:15 am in the upstairs (main) lobby. 
  • Cost for the “Mummies of the World” exhibit only: $18. 
  • Carpools will depart TBE at 10:30 am. (Parking fees 
     at Discovery Place are $8 and are reimburseable through 
     SPICE only if you carpool).
  • RSVPs are required by November 7. (Please Note: the 
     Yellow SPICE event card is incorrect for the November  
     21 SPICE-OUT event)

You must RSVP for SPICE events even if you don’t order a 
lunch at www.beth-el.com/rsvp, by calling 704-749-3070, or 
by personal check (mail it in or bring it with you). You will 
be billed if you do not cancel on or before the RSVP dates.
SPICE programming is made possible through a generous
grant from the BJH Foundation for Senior Services.

       two Hebrew Classes begin in november

Beth El is offering two courses: a thorough beginning 
Hebrew class and an improvement course focusing on 
reading skills and prayer study (the latter taught by Barbara 
Feld). Both will be held on Wednesday nights, 7:00-8:00 
pm, from November 2, 2011 to January 25, 2012. Register 
online at www.beth-el.com/rsvp. $90 Members, $115 Non-
members. Minimum of 10 students required.

        temple Beth El University
       Wednesdays, November 2, 9 and 16, 2011

A place where adults can learn about Judaism and promote 
Jewish Literacy! Register at: www.beth-el.com/rsvp.

• Jewish Thought Part I: Maimonides Core Course 
   7:00-9:00 pm with Rabbi Chanoch Oppenheim
• Jewish Prayer in the Age of Social Media (Elective One) 
   7:00-8:00 pm with Cantor Mary Thomas
• Jewish Book Club for Temple Beth El (Elective Two) 
   8:00-9:00 pm with Sara Schreibman and Susan Jacobs
      
        Social Justice and Action

• The Giving Tree: Open Your Heart by Picking a Heart
Once again Temple Beth El members will help less fortunate 
families in our community by picking a heart off our Giving 
Tree. Sponsor families in the Charlotte area through Jewish 
Family Services and provide them with food, clothing and 
toys for Chanukah and Christmas. Look for the Giving Tree 
at the Temple beginning November 11. 
• Room in the Inn Volunteers Needed
It’s that time of year again – sign up to help with ROOM in 
the INN, as Temple Beth El hosts our homeless neighbors 
during the cold winter months.  Dates for Temple Beth El 
are: December 17, 24; February 4, 18; and March 3. We need 
volunteers for all tasks: overnight monitors, set up, food 
prep, clean up, Sunday morning breakdown and breakfast 
prep. Please contact Herm Ziegler at 704-364-1632 or 
hermz@bellsouth.net to volunteer or for more information. 
• Support Sterling Elementary 
Current needs at TBE’s public school partner include
media center volunteers and volunteers to provide baked 
goods and other food for Wednesday morning staff 
meetings. Please clip General Mills Box Tops for Education 
and/or Campbells Labels for Education to support the 
Sterling PTA. Drop off at the Temple. Contact Linda Hindel, 
lbhindel@carolina.rr.com, or Lisa Garfinkle, slgarfinkle@
windstream.net.
• Celebrate Chanukah Soldier Style
Temple Beth El will be collecting goodies to send to our 
Jewish troops for Chanukah. Help us celebrate with them 
by creating care packages. Some items needed are: snack 
items (Cheez-Its, crackers etc.), travel size toiletries, playing 
cards, music, greeting cards and various Chanukah items. 
Collection ends November 4. For questions, or to sponsor 
the $5.00 mailing cost of a care package, contact Douglas 
Jones: meir-avraham@hotmail.com or 980-230-9308.
• Plan Now for Project Snowflake
Volunteers are needed for Charlotte Family Housing, 
Hawthorne Place, a new housing facility for homeless 
families on Hawthorne Ave. near Presbyterian Hospital (St. 
John’s). Temple Beth El will provide meals and overnight 
coverage December 25-30. Join us for a wonderful family 
mitzvah to prepare and/or serve a meal, or a “girls night 
out” to be there for families in need. Please contact Merle 
Gottheim at 980-235-9789 or 704-363-3657. 
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        Women of Reform Judaism/Sisterhood    
        of Temple Beth El - November events
 
• November 7 at 7:00 pm - Book Club
The Frozen Rabbi by Steve Stern. A 19th century rabbi 
from a small Polish town is encased in ice and ends up 
in a basement freezer in suburban Memphis 100 years 
later. When an impressionable teenage boy accidently 
thaws out the ancient man and brings him back to life, a 
madcap, surreal adventure begins. This satire of Jewish 
life in the Diaspora is entertaining and profound. RSVP 
to 704-749-3070.

• Sunday, November 13 at 6:30 pm - Paid-up Member-
ship Dinner – Good food, good times, good people! 
We will be honoring Anne Yudell for her work behind 
the scenes to benefit the YES fund. Thank you Anne and 
we appreciate your wonderful efforts. Please come and 
enjoy the evening. Members: guests of Sisterhood. Non-
members: nominal charge to cover the meal. Details to 
come in the mail. RSVP to 704-749-3070. 

• Monday, Nov. 21, at 7:00 pm—Board meeting at TBE. 

Watch for more information by snail mail about Chanukah 
and winter events.

       Brotherhood

The Brotherhood of Temple Beth El would like to thank 
all the ushers  who stepped up and volunteered during 
this year’s High Holy Day services. By giving of your 
time you understood the importance  of participating in 
this wonderful mitzvah. The Temple’s clergy and staff 
heard nothing but wonderful comments related to how 
smoothly the services ran and the great job the ushers 
did. I’d  like to especially acknowledge Howard Seidler 
for his leadership role in the recruitment and organiza-
tion of the ushering  during the High Holy Days and 
throughout the year. 

Mark Your Calendars
• November 3 – First Thursday Night Social at Hickory 
Tavern in Ballantyne
• November 20 – Membership Meeting: UNCC Profes-
sor presents topic of  Health Care Reform

- Alan Gottheim, President, Temple Beth El Brotherhood

        CHARLOTTE JEWISH PRESCHOOL

The Charlotte Jewish Preschool’s mission is to provide 
quality preschool and day care programs for children 
ages one to five within an enriched Jewish environment. 
CJP is dedicated to providing young children with a 
secure and loving atmosphere so that they can develop a 
positive self-image and grow intellectually, emotionally 

and socially. Children of all religious affiliations are wel-
comed. CJP is dedicated to instilling within each student 
a joyful attitude toward Judaism. Please contact Alyson 
Kalik, 704-944-6776 or akalik@shalomcharlotte.org.

    
   

         TEMPLE BETH EL TOTS

Temple Tots offers accessible, engaging services and 
activities for kids up to five years old, their parents and 
siblings. Music, art and more are all ways our Tot pro-
grams create vibrant Jewish life for the whole family.  

Upcoming events:
• Saturday, November 12, 9:15 am - Tot Shabbat 
• Saturday, December 10, 9:15 am - Tot Shabbat 
• Friday, December 23, 5:30 pm - Latke Sharing and 
   Menorah Lighting

For details about Temple Beth El Tots and how you can 
get involved (including sponsorship of an event), please 
contact tots@beth-el.com or 704-366-1948.

sisterhood/Brotherhood/CJP/Tots/youth

 

       YOUTH  (www.beth-el.com/youth for details)

• Jewish Camp is Filling Up. Sign Up Today!
Now is the time to sign up for Jewish Summer Camp.  
Our regional URJ camps (Coleman and 6 Points) are 
accepting applications now. Visit http://www.urjcamps.
org/camps to find out more about how you can give 
your children the summer experience of a lifetime!  
     Temple Beth El has limited financial assistance 
available. Please submit a written request for financial 
assistance to Andy Harkavy, aharkavy@beth-el.com, by 
Friday, December 9.

• LIBERTY Lock-In: Llamapalooza (8th-12th graders)
Saturday, November 19, 5:00 pm - 8:00 am @ TBE
Come spend the night, wear something bright! Since 
we are LIBERTY, you know we’ll throw a great party. If 
you’re interested in NFTY, here’s your chance to meet 
other TYGs. Prepare with all your might, this will be 
one crazy night. You must RSVP online by November 
12 at www.beth-el.com/rsvp. Contact Sydney Bloom, 
libertycvp@gmail.com, with questions. Cost: $20.00 
(includes Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast).

• SAVE THE DATE - LIBERTY 67 Game Night @ TBE
(Social) Action - Saturday, December 3, 4:00 - 6:00pm 

• Yom Kippur Food Drive Was a Huge Success!  
Because of LIBERTY’s coordination and all of our 
contributors’ donations, our congregation collected a 
whopping 3,270 pounds of food (500 pounds more than 
last year) for the Second Harvest Food Drive. This will 
feed a family of four for 545 meals, or provide 2,180 
individual meals.
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  B’nei MitzvAH
                                                    
                                           Sally Paige Parker	
		              Parashat Lech Lecha
                                           November 5, 2011

Sally is the daughter of Vicki Parker and the late David 
Parker. Her grandparents are the late Andrew and Helen 
Parker of Manset, ME, and the late George and Rene 
Vernick of Okemos, MI.

                                            Josh Player                                         	
		                Parashat Lech Lecha
                                            November 5, 2011			 
	               

Josh is the son of Trent and Susanne Player. His grand- 
parents are David and Pat Player of Sumter, SC, and Ron 
and Frances Liss of Fort Mill, SC. Josh is the brother of 
Lexie.

                                             Samuel Ryan Gordon
                                          	  Parashat Vayera
                                              November 12, 2011

Samuel is the son of Michael and Heidi Gordon. His 
grandparents are Donald and EllenLee Gordon of Delray 
Beach, FL, and Abraham and Gloria Nazinitsky of Boca 
Raton, FL. Samuel is the brother of David and Jacob.

        SHARING OUR LIVES

The Board of Directors of Temple Beth El and the entire 
congregation extend deepest sympathies to the families of

… Alfred Barnard, Father of Robyn Moffa
… Morris Hackman, Father of Allen Hackman
… Robert Harrison, father of Steven Harrison
… Bernard Kaplan, Uncle of Rabbi Morton Kaplan
… Sarah Evelyn Meyer, Grandmother of Lesley Cohen 
     Ringley
… Donald Jay Mirman, Father of Bruce Mirman
… James Tressler, Father of Marca Storey

        Mazel Tov to...

Weddings
… Heather Hetrick and Daniel Conn on October 16, 2011.
… Raegan Wright and Ian Reifkind on October 22, 2011.

Births
… Brenda and Albert Kaplan on the birth of their daughter, 
Emilie Parker Kaplan, born October 10, 2011.
… Judy and Robert Kufert on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Emerald Cecile, on October 1, 2011. Proud parents are 
Meridee and Claudio Escalera.

Accomplishments and Awards
… Francisca Iohan who was named a VIP of the Year by 
Cambridge Who’s Who.

        MilestonES

 NOVEMBER milestone Birthdays
 3 - Barry Marshall                12- Vicky Bender
      Daniel Conn                     13 - Victoria Liccione                            
 4 - David Cohen                   18 - Adam Levy                                            
 7 - Bob Davis                         20 - Alan Jacobs                              
      Robin Sherman                21 - Michael Firestone                                   
 8 - Lindsey Houser                      Douglas Rosen 
      Nancy Zolotorofe            22 - Allen Magid
 9 -  Mark Simpson                23 - Mark Spizer                                                 
11 - Howard Widis                28 - Shari Howie
       Eric Perlmutter                29 - Ollie Polk                                                                                                                                                                                         
 november milestone Anniversaries                                               

40TH - Frank and Barbara Osborn
          
25TH - Alan Tobias and Andrea Cooper
             Kenneth and Tammy Golder

20TH - Gerald and Allison Berkowitz
             
10TH - David and Ruthanne Effren
             

   
   

 

The clergy, board and staff of Beth El thank the 
following people for sponsoring prenegs in October: 

Robert and Christine Ecker
in honor of their 20th wedding anniversary and 

Tommy’s 12th birthday.

Susan, Andrew, ElizA, Amy and 
Harrison Karp

in honor of Lester and Leona Karp’s 
54th anniversary.

Harry and Debbie Palefsky 
in honor of their special birthdays.
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Worship services - november 2011

Friday, November 4
Kabbalat Shabbat	   6:00 pm
Shabbat Service	   8:00 pm
	
Saturday, November 5
Adult Tanach (Bible) Study	   9:30 am 
B’nei Mitzvah:  Sally Parker	 11:00 am
          Daughter of Vicki Parker
          Joshua Player	                       
          Son of Trent and Susanne Player	
                                	
Friday, November 11
Welcoming Shabbat	   6:00 pm
Shabbat Service	   8:00 pm
	
Saturday, November 12
Tot Shabbat	   9:15 am
Adult Tanach (Bible) Study	   9:30 am
Bar Mitzvah:  Samuel Gordon	 11:00 am
                      Son of Michael and Heidi Gordon

Friday, November 18
Kabbalat Shabbat	    6:00 pm
Inclusion Shabbat Service	    8:00 pm

Saturday, November 19
Congregational Shabbat 	
Learning Experiences	   9:00 am
Adult Tanach (Bible) Study	   9:00 am
Congregational Brunch	 10:15 am
Congregational Shabbat Service	 11:00 am	

Friday, November 25
Welcoming Shabbat  	  6:00 pm
Service of Healing and Comfort	  7:15 pm

Saturday, November 26
Adult Tanach (Bible) Study	   9:30 am
Learner’s Minyan	 11:00 am

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

return Service Requested


